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1. Marriott's Beginnings:
Look for 3128 14th ST NW, this
was an A&W Root Beer franchise
in 1927. It was opened by a young
couple from Utah, J. Willard and
Alice Marriott.
They added Southwestern-style
food to the menu and renamed it
"Hot Shoppe." This became a
chain and by 1957, it was the
Marriott food services and hotels.
Written by DC by Foot
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2. Truck Company F: 1336 Park Rd NW This historic firehouse was built in 1900, to serve the emerging
neighborhood of Columbia Heights. It was the first in a series of stylish and architecturally sophisticated
firehouses, meant to reflect civic pride. The building was designed by local architect Leon Dessez, who also
designed the house that would become Number One Observatory Circle (better known as the Vice President’s
residence.)
3. GALA Hispanic Theatre GALA (Grupo de Artistas LatinoAmericanos) Hispanic Theatre is a National Center
for Latino Performing Arts in the nation’s capital. Founded by Hugo Medrano and Rebecca Read Medrano, the
theatre has been promoting and sharing Latino arts and cultures by producing and developing unique and
groundbreaking work since 1976. The theatre is now housed in the Tivoli Theatre, which was built in 1924 as an
elegant movie house.
4. Thip Khao Locals and visitors alike flock to Thip Khao for incredible and flavorful Laotian food. The first fullservice Laotian restaurant in D.C. when it opened in 2014, the restaurant evolved from a strip mall secret to a
Columbia Heights destination. While there’s certainly lots to love if you want to turn up the heat, there’s
something for every palate to enjoy at Thip Khao.

5. Wonderland Ballroom (Nob's Hill): In 1950 a private social club called Nob Hill was established at this
corner. It was one of the country's first openly gay bars run by black Americans. You can find mail dancers and
local church choirs performing here. It closed in 2004 as the oldest continuously-operating LGBTQ nightlife
establishment in DC.
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